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www.autismaspergeract.com.au
Helping people with ASD, their families and their carers
	From the President

Since the last newsletter there have been a number of new initiatives within Autism Asperger ACT, the main one being the appointment of our first Business Manager, Polly McIntyre.  Polly will be working on a part-time basis assisting the committee and the fund-raising group as we continue on our journey towards becoming an active service provider for people who have an ASD. Polly, who started work mid June will spend her time partly at our SHOUT office and partly with the autism advisers at Weston. When her hours at SHOUT have been finalised we will let you know so you can access the library at that time should you so wish.
The association has provided three Early Days workshops, part of the Young Children with Autism Package for parents of newly diagnosed children or those going through a diagnosis. These workshops are very small, maximum of twelve people and have proved to be an excellent way of establishing or extending support networks. Please tell anyone you think might benefit about these workshops. Registration is through the Early Days web site www.earlydays.net.au
As many of you may already know the Special Education Review being conducted by Professor Tony Shaddock and his team has been extended to include special education in non-government schools. Thus although we and many other groups have submitted our final comments to the Review team the final report has been delayed.

The Quota Club of Canberra included us in their list of recipients again this year, for which we are very grateful. Their donation has been spent on another DVD program called Space Place. This DVD explores emotions and is suitable for middle to upper primary aged children. Thanks to the Quota Club.
Through a contact made by Monique Blakemore the Canberra based South Africa/Australia Friendship Group have donated us four Ikea egg chairs for loan to families.  These chairs swivel and have a canopy that the child can pull down to have a secret time out space. The chairs will be lent for two to three months so that families can ensure they are not just a ten days wonder if they choose to invest in one themselves.  Many thanks Monique and of course the South Africa/ Australian group. Please contact Polly McIntyre on 02 6290 1984 to arrange to borrow one.

[image: image2.png]



The Community CPS in Gungahlin is also supporting us through fund raising and community education. Many thanks to Lucia Carbone who is organising this.

Gay von Ess                                                                autism@gvoness.com
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* * * * *

Meetings

Regular meetings 1st Wed
AS Support Group 2nd Thurs

AS Games 3rd Sunday

Sibs 3rd Fri evening
Please look at our website for more details.

AGM 2nd September 2009



FOR THE FRIDGE DOOR. . . . . . . . 
Web sites
www.focustoys.com  a great selection of ‘autistic’ toys
Register of Interests

Following a suggestion Tony Attwood made when in Canberra recently we have decided to keep a register of people with ASD, their age and their interests so that we can connect people of similar interests with one another. 

If you would like your detail or your child’s details to be registered on this register please email Gay von Ess at autism@gvoness.com
URGENTLY LOOKING FOR ANOTHER CHILD/YOUNG PERSON WITH AN INTEREST IN TANKS! Please contact Lisa on 6231 8909 
WANTED
Lift to Sydney for APEC Conference in August. 
I am willing to assist with petrol costs in exchange for a lift to and from APEC Conference. 
Please contact Bernadette Wilson 6241 9861
CHILD’S IKEA EGG CHAIRS FOR LOAN FROM AUTISM ASPERGER ACT
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The Canberra based South Africa/Australia Friendship Group have donated us four Ikea egg chairs for loan to families.  These chairs swivel and have a canopy that the child can pull down to have a secret time out space. 
The chairs, which are suitable for children under 6 years of age, will be lent for two to three months so that families can ensure they are not just a ten days wonder if they choose to invest in one themselves.  
Please contact Polly McIntyre on (02) 6290 1984 to arrange to borrow one. 
                                              Quality of Life Grants 2009 / 2010

Applications are open for the Quality of Life Grants offered for small, person-centred initiatives that will make a real difference to the quality of life of people with a disability.

 Applications for grant funding are invited from people with disabilities aged under 65, and their families, carers and services that support them.

 The Quality of Life application forms and information packs are available on  http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/disability_act   website.

All applications will close on 10th July 2009.


TOP TEN FACTS ABOUT AUTISM
By Lisa Jo Rudy, About.com

Created: June 21, 2007

autism.about.com/od/whatisautism/tp/topfacts.htm.

1. Autism Is a 'Spectrum' Disorder
People with autism can be a little autistic or very autistic. Thus, it is possible to be bright, verbal, and autistic as well as mentally retarded, non-verbal and autistic. A disorder that includes such a broad range of symptoms is often called a spectrum disorder; hence the term "autism spectrum disorder." The most significant shared symptom is difficulty with social communication (eye contact, conversation, taking another's perspective, etc.). 


2. Asperger Syndrome is a High Functioning Form of Autism
Asperger Syndrome (AS) is considered to be a part of the autism spectrum. The only significant difference between AS and High Functioning Autism is that people with AS usually develop speech right on time while people with autism usually have speech delays. People with AS are generally very bright and verbal, but have significant social deficits (which is why AS has earned the nickname "Geek Syndrome"). 


3. People With Autism Are Different from One Another
If you've seen Rainman or a TV show about autism, you may think you know what autism "looks like." In fact, though, when you've met one person with autism you've met ONE person with autism. Some people with autism are chatty; others are silent. Many have sensory issues, gastrointestinal problems, sleep difficulties and other medical problems. Others may have social-communication delays - and that's it. 


4. There Are Dozens of Treatments for Autism - But No 'Cure'
So far as medical science is aware, there is at present no cure for autism. That's not to say that people with autism don't improve, because many improve radically. But even when people with autism increase their skills, they are still autistic, which means they think and perceive differently from most people. Children with autism may receive many types of treatments. Treatments may be biomedical, sensory, behavioural, developmental or even arts-based. Depending upon the child, certain treatments will be more successful than others. 


5. There Are Many Theories on the Cause of Autism, But No Consensus
You may have seen or heard news stories about possible causes of autism. Theories range from mercury in infant vaccines to genetics to the age of the parents to almost everything else. At present, most researchers think autism is caused by a combination of genetic and environmental factors - and it's quite possible that different people's symptoms have different causes. 


6. People Don't Grow Out of Autism 
Autism is a lifelong diagnosis. For some people, often (but not always) those who receive intensive early intervention, symptoms may decrease radically. People with autism can also learn coping skills to help them manage their difficulties and even build on their unique strengths. But a person with autism will probably be autistic throughout their lives. 


7. Families Coping with Autism Need Help and Support
Even "high functioning" autism is challenging for parents. "Low functioning" autism can be overwhelming to the entire family. Families may be under a great deal of stress, and they need all the non-judgemental help they can get from friends, extended family, and service providers. Respite care (someone else taking care of the person with autism while other family members take a break) can be a marriage and/or family-saver! 


8. There's No 'Best School' for a Child with Autism
You may have heard of a wonderful "autism school," or read of a child doing amazingly well in a particular type of classroom setting. While any given setting may be perfect for any given child, every child with autism has unique needs. Even in an ideal world, "including" a child with autism in a typical class may not be the best choice. Decisions about autistic education are generally made by a team made up of parents, teachers, administrators and therapists who know the child well. 


9. There Are Many Unfounded Myths About Autism
The media is full of stories about autism, and many of those stories are less than accurate. For example, you may have heard that people with autism are cold and unfeeling, or that people with autism never marry or hold productive jobs. Since every person with autism is different, however, such "always" and "never" statements simply don't hold water. To understand a person with autism, it's a good idea to spend some time getting to know him or her - personally! 


10. Autistic People Have Many Strengths and Abilities
It may seem that autism is a wholly negative diagnosis. But almost everyone on the autism spectrum has a great to deal to offer the world. People with autism are among the most forthright, non-judgemental, passionate people you'll ever meet. 

* * * * *
Thomas the Tank Engine helps autistic kids identify emotions

http://edition.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/05/27/autism.thomas.engine/index.html                           
Story Highlights 

Online game uses Thomas the Tank Engine to help autistic children. Children try to recognize which engine has happy, sad, angry face. Autistic children often have trouble distinguishing different facial expressions

UK study: More autistic kids fascinated with "Thomas" than other fictional characters.

May 27, 2009 -- Updated 0938 GMT (1738 HKT)[image: image3]
By Saeed Ahmed
(CNN) -- Thomas the Tank Engine, whose television adventures on the fictional island of Sodor have delighted children around the world for years, is now on a real-life mission to help kids with autism. The steam locomotive and his friends are the stars of a new game in Australia, designed to help autistic children recognize emotions.

Autism Spectrum Australia (Aspect), a nonprofit that provides services to people diagnosed with the developmental disorder, unveiled the game on its Web site Tuesday.

The game asks players to recognize which engine has a sad face, or which is happy or angry. Children with autism often have a difficult time distinguishing different facial expressions. Each time a child plays the game, he/she is presented with a different sequence of emotions. In doing so, the game takes advantage of the single-mindedness of autistic children to assist in their development.

"It's a great way to help develop social and communication skills," said Anthony Warren of Aspect.

A study conducted in the United Kingdom found that autistic children were far more fascinated by the television series, "Thomas and Friends," than they were with other fictional characters. The study, by the National Autistic Society, summarized that the show held such appeal because of the clear facial expressions of the characters, the pacing of the program and the easy-to-follow story lines.

"We got those results down here, and we thought, how could we leverage that strength and give a little back to the community?" said Tom Punch with Haven Licensing, the company that handles licensing for the characters in Australia.

Warren said one of the reasons Thomas is particularly stimulating and motivating for children with autism is that it's very predictable.

"Children can understand the clear visual messages -- the big smile on the front of the engine," he said. "The messages it communicates are very concrete, not abstract. And the emotions are primary emotions. It's uncomplicated."

Autism is a developmental disorder that affects physical, social and language skills. It usually appears before age 3, though the earliest signs are subtle.

More doctors and researchers are referring to "autism" as "autisms," because each child's case is different, as are the causes, helpful therapies and potential treatments.

The Australian nonprofit unveiled the game this month to coincide with Autism Awareness Month in that country.

After all, as the show's theme song attests: "Red and green and brown and blue; They're the really useful crew." 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/24/opinion/24greenfeld.html?partner=rss&emc=rss 
RESEARCHERS FIND FIRST COMMON AUTISM GENE
Wednesday, 29 April 2009 http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2009/04/29/2555891.htm 
Researchers have found the first common genetic link to autism that could potentially account for 15 percent of the disease's cases. Three studies, two in the journal Nature and one in Molecular Psychiatry, suggest changes in brain connections could underlie some cases.

While the findings do not immediately offer hope for a treatment, they do help explain the underlying causes of the condition, which affects as many as one in 150 children, according to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

"These findings establish that genetic factors play a strong role in autism spectrum disorder," says US National Institutes of Health acting director Dr Raynard Kington. "Detailed analysis of the genes and how they affect brain development is likely to yield better strategies for diagnosing and treating children with autism."

Autism refers to a spectrum of diseases, from severe and profound inability to communicate, to relatively mild symptoms known as Asperger's syndrome. Doctors have been at a loss to explain it, although it has been clear autism can often run in families, suggesting a genetic cause.

"Previous studies have suggested that autism is a developmental disorder resulting from abnormal connections in the brain. These three studies suggest some of the genetic factors which might lead to abnormal connectivity," says Dr Thomas Insel, director of NIH's National Institute of Mental Health.

The international team of researchers looked at DNA from more than 12,000 people, some from families affected by autism.

"We estimate that the variants we discovered may contribute to as many as 15% of autism spectrum disorder cases in a population," says Dr Hakon Hakonarson of Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, who worked on the study.

"Most of the genes that have been identified in these studies are involved in the connections between neurons called synapses," says Tony Monaco of the Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics at the University of Oxford, who worked on the study.

"This does seem to fit with what we know from brain scans - that people with autism may show different or reduced connectivity between different parts of the brain."

The mutations are not unique to people with autism.

"While this gene variant is common in the general population, we discovered that it occurs about 20% more often in children with autism," says Dr Daniel Geschwind of the University of California Los Angeles, who worked on the study.

Dr Margaret Pericak-Vance of the University of Miami says, "Until now, no common genetic variant has been identified with such overwhelming evidence to support its role in autism spectrum disorders."

One in every 64 children could have autism, Cambridge researchers find hundreds of thousands of children with autism have not been diagnosed, Cambridge University scientists have found. 

 

by Rebecca Smith, Medical Editor 



Published: 6:01AM BST 29 May 2009

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/5400079/One-in-every-64-children-could-have-autismCambridge-researchers-find.html
A study of schoolchildren in Cambridge has found that for every three children who have been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder there are around two who have the condition but have not been given a formal diagnosis.

It is estimated that around one in 100 children between five-years-old and nine-years-old have autism, meaning there are around 500,000 in the UK. But when researchers carried out more detailed assessments of 11,700 children, they found the true prevalence could be as high as one in 64.

This would mean that there are an additional 300,000 children in Britain with autism spectrum disorder but who have not yet been identified.
The study was led by Professor Simon Baron-Cohen at the Autism Research Centre and is published in the British Journal of Psychiatry.

Autism is a spectrum disorder with cases ranging from relatively mild problems with social interaction to more severe difficulties in behaviour such as not speaking, copying, rigid routines and social isolation.

Prof Baron-Cohen said: "We shouldn't assume that what we are currently diagnosing is the full picture, there is no room for complacency. But equally we shouldn't be alarmist and say we should be going out and actively looking for these cases. We should wait until those people want help. It is always better if the patient or their family is looking for help rather than it being thrust upon them."

He said the undiagnosed cases are likely to be at the mild end of the spectrum, are coping well with their families and may not need a diagnosis. 

Prof Baron-Cohen said that for some families the autism label may 'raise anxieties' and be intrusive, rather than helpful. 

The researchers used the Special Educational Needs (SEN) registers in schools, covering 8,824 children attending 79 schools and found 83 cases of autism-spectrum conditions giving a prevalence of one in 106 children. 

Then they sent a diagnosis survey to the parents of 11,700 children in Cambridgeshire. From the 3,373 completed surveys, 41 cases were reported corresponding to a prevalence of one in 101.

Finally, the team sent the Childhood Autism Screening Test (CAST) to parents of the same 11,700 children to help identify any undiagnosed cases of autism-spectrum conditions. 

All children who scored highly, along with a selection of medium and low scorers, were called in for further assessment. 

Excluding the 41 cases already known about, the team found an additional 11 children who met research diagnostic criteria for an autism spectrum condition but had not yet been diagnosed. 

The research said this could mean that for every three cases of autism spectrum that are diagnosed, there may be another two that are undiagnosed, giving a ratio of known to unknown cases of 3:2. 

Prof Baron-Cohen said: "The two independent sources of information – the SEN register and diagnosis survey – provide converging evidence on the prevalence of autism spectrum conditions as being around one per cent of primary school-age children. This is about 12 times higher than 30 years ago; including the previously undiagnosed cases, this means that one in 64 children may at some point in their lives require support and services."

The increase in the prevalence of autism is probably due to better recognition of the condition by both parents and doctors, wider diagnostic criteria and more diagnostic services.

Prof Tony Chairman, chairman in Autism Education, Institute of Education, London, said: "This study confirms findings from other recent work, including our own, that around on per cent of school age children have an autism spectrum disorder. The study also shows that in a significant proportion of cases children meeting research criteria for an autism spectrum disorder were unrecognised by schools and local health services. Accurate figures for the prevalence of autism spectrum disorders are important for planning health, social and education services."

Mark Lever, Chief Executive of the National Autistic Society, said: "This is important research, which for the first time gives us an estimate of the number of people who don't have an autism diagnosis but may be in need of support. Getting the right support at the right time is vitally important and access to appropriate diagnostic services is crucial." 

 

Federal Government's Education Tax Refund

Resources that are used by school students to learn can be claimed through the Federal Government’s Education Tax Refund. These resources are called "Associated Learning Materials" and this can include items like Time timers,  Pics for PECS, pencil grips, sensory toys if used by student. 
You can also claim computers, software and a whole host of other educational materials so take a moment to have a look on the tax office website.
 
For more information the tax office website is 
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=BL1.a&m=1dZGcuF7EIv439&b=susFVpq8zAMJ65K9kmWImg 

The Fact Sheet (link at top right of above site) is relatively clear to read.
If you have full care of a child, you can claim 50% if you are eligible (you will need to check if you are eligible) 
Expenses up to:
- $750 for each eligible child in primary school - that is, a refund of up to $375
- $1500 for each eligible child in secondary school - that is, a refund of up to $750



MESSAGE FROM THE AMBULANCE SERVICE 

 
We all carry our mobile phones with names & numbers stored in its memory. If we were to be involved in an accident or were taken ill, the people attending us would have our mobile phone but wouldn't know who to call. Yes, there are hundreds of numbers stored but which one is the contact person in case of an emergency? Hence this 'ICE' (In Case of Emergency) Campaign. 

The concept of 'ICE' is catching on quickly. It is a method of contact during emergency situations. As mobile phones are carried by the majority of the population, all you need to do is store the number of a contact person or persons who should be contacted during emergency under the name 'ICE' (In Case Of Emergency). The idea was thought up by a paramedic who found that when he went to the scenes of accidents there were always mobile phones with patients but they didn't know which number to call.
 
He therefore thought that it would be a good idea if there was a nationally recognised name for this purpose. 
In an emergency situation, Emergency Service personnel and hospital staff would be able to quickly contact the right person by simply dialing the number you have stored as 'ICE'. Please forward this. 
It won't take too many 'forwards' before everybody will know about this. It really could save your life, or put a loved one's mind at rest. 

For more than one contact name simply enter ICE1, ICE2 and ICE3 etc 
 
 PLEASE PASS THIS AROUND AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE AS THIS CAN HELP IN AN EMERGENCY
MISSING BRISBANE BOY RIDES BIKE TO SYDNEY
Posted Wed Apr 15, 2009 11:00am AEST 

· Map: Brisbane 4000 

A 15-year-old Brisbane boy with Asperger's syndrome who went missing for two weeks has been found in Sydney, after riding his bike more than 950 kilometres down the Pacific Highway.

Ethan Johnson of Kingston, south of Brisbane, was discovered at a train station at Merrylands in western Sydney by police on Good Friday. Ethan slept at truck stops, under bridges and ate at fast food restaurants during his six-day, dawn-to-dusk ride to Sydney.   His mother Tammy Johnson said Ethan decided to make the trek because he did not get to see enough of the city during a school excursion when he was 12, Ms Johnson said.  He was last captured on closed circuit television about 9.20am AEST on March 30, leaving the Robina train station on the Gold Coast.

"Because we had the CCTV footage, we knew he was safe and the fact that he kept using his keycard as he went along we knew where to find him when he hit Sydney," Ms Johnson said. "We kept putting a little bit [of money] in his account each day so he could buy food but not too much so he couldn't get too far. "We got him on the morning he took the last bit of money from his account."

Ms Johnson said when she was finally reunited with her son, she gave him a big cuddle and he started crying.

"However he's quite happy. He just didn't think to tell anyone he was going for a bike ride to Sydney," she said.

"He got a bit disappointed because he was found a bit quicker than he thought he would be. He didn't get to explore too far. "He had ventured into the heart of the city but there were too many people so he left the city area - he doesn't like crowded areas." Ethan told his mum it was good to be back home and he would not make the trip again.

Asperger's syndrome is an autism-related disorder which inhibits a person's ability to socially interact.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/04/15/2543289.htm
Pleased parents: Louise Anderson and Cathy Hammond have high hopes for a new school in Melbourne’s outer east.
By WINSTON TAN | Maroondah Journal
 http://www.theautismnews.com/2009/05/26/long-fight-for-autism-school-finally-pays-off/
A PARENTS group’s dream of a centre of excellence for students with autism will soon take shape after the State Government announced plans to build a school in Melbourne’s outer east.
Parents Cathy Hammond and Louise Anderson, of the autism spectrum disorder school action group, were still celebrating this week after the State Government announced $600,000 to identify the best site for a prep to year 12 school in Knox for children with autism.
Ms Hammond and Ms Anderson have told the Journal of their hope for the school to be a “one-stop shop”, which would also offer diagnostic services, pediatricians, research facilities, and a space for support groups.
“We want it to set the standard, and for everyone to come to Knox,” said Ms Hammond.
She said it was also suggested the centre have aquatic amenities, and even a house to teach children life skills. The Government announcement was “a victory for the kids”, Ms Anderson said.
Wantirna Heights is the only school in Melbourne’s outer east that caters for primary-school age children with autism. The nearest autism school for secondary students is in Bulleen.
Ms Hammond’s 12-year-old son, Ben, and Ms Anderson’s nine-year-old son, Dean, both have autism. While the centre is unlikely to be finished by the time their children have finished school, they hope their campaign will leave a lasting legacy. They hope to play a key part in planning the centre. “We’d like to take the next step together,” Ms Hammond said.
NATIONAL PETITION

FOR

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A

NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME

http://www.natdis.com.au/
It will take political will to reform the disability sector. We must show that the community mandates

reform. This petition is a nationwide strategy to garner support from all Australians. Please pass this

through your networks, as the more friends, family, colleagues and other people who sign this petition,

the greater response we will see from all sides of politics. It would be wonderful to have the National

Disability Insurance Scheme pass through both Houses of Parliament with bipartisan support.

Australia needs a properly planned, fully funded scheme that will ensure access to inclusive and

supportive services that will meet the needs of all people who have or acquire disability.

THIS PETITION STATES

I, the undersigned, am aware that an accident of life, birth or illness can have enormous implications for

my family. I strongly support the implementation of a National Disability Insurance Scheme funded

through compulsory contributions in order to protect present and future generations. I urge you, as our elected representatives and fair-minded people, to immediately implement such a scheme, one that is properly planned and fully funded, in order to ensure that all Australians who have or acquire disability are provided with appropriate, supportive services in order to meet their needs.

ON COMPLETION OF THIS PETITION, IT WILL BE ADDRESSED AND LODGED TO

THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Please return signed petitions to the principal petitioner

Nell Brown

34 Loombah Street

Bilgola Plateau

New South Wales, 2107

Contact Mobile 0402 648 008

* Please do not use staples.  All petitions are photocopied and staples create a lot of additional work

TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

I, the undersigned, am aware that an accident of life, birth or illness can have enormous implications for

my family. I strongly support the implementation of a National Disability Insurance Scheme funded

through compulsory contributions in order to protect present and future generations. I urge you, as our

elected representatives and fair-minded people, to immediately implement such a scheme, one that is

properly planned and fully funded, in order to ensure that all Australians who have or acquire

disability are provided with appropriate, supportive services in order to meet their needs.

	Name
	Signature
	Address
	Email
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	14. 
	
	
	

	15. 
	
	
	

	16. 
	
	
	

	17. 
	
	
	

	18. 
	
	
	

	19. 
	
	
	

	20. 
	
	
	


*Please return all signed forms to : Nell Brown, 34 Loombah Street, Bilgola Plateau, New South Wales, 2107
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Gala Dinner

Friday 18 September 2009
FUNCTION:


3 course meal with drinks included

VENUE:


The Hall, University House, ANU

GUEST SPEAKER:
Sue Larkey, International Author, Autism Spectrum Specialist and Teacher

MC:

Peter Batten (Churchill Fellowship winning teacher of adolescents with Autism 


Spectrum Disorder)
COST:



$100 (including GST) per head

Early Bird Special: One free ticket for every table of ten people booked and paid for by Friday 31 July 2009.

PAYMENT DETAILS:
Payment may be made by internet transfer, payment at a bank, cheque or credit card.

Bank:
Bendigo Bank Wanniassa
Name of Account: Autism Asperger ACT

BSB:  633000   Account Number: 137123584

Sue Larkey will be conducting a workshop/seminar on the same day suitable for both parents and teachers

Contact:  Robin Tobler 
Autism Asperger ACT     T :  62 86 5555
  E:  jetobler@pcug.org.au
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE
Autism Asperger ACT’s preferred method of communication is via email.  Email reduces paper, photocopying and distribution costs and enables timely distribution of information, all of which enables us to provide free membership!  Email recipients also receive a great deal more information, eg: short notice of events / programs etc that is not feasible to distribute by mail.

Please remember to let us know about any changes in your email and/or postal addresses. Email us on autismact@homemail.com.au . Thank you.
Book Box Loans

Contact:  Polly McIntyre on 6290 1984 if you wish to borrow one of our community education book boxes. We have boxes especially for child care, preschool, primary and high school aged children as well as one for community services.

Autism Asperger ACT Inc.

       

S.H.O.U.T




 Telephone: (02) 6290 1984

   
PO Box 717




Facsimile: 02 6286 4475
Mawson, ACT, 2607



www.autismaspergeract.com.au
Email: autismact@homemail.com.au
Committee 2008 – 2009
	President
	Gay von Ess
	autism@gvoness.com     0413 776922

	Vice President
	Bob Buckley
	

	Minutes Secretary
	Colin Wilson
	

	Secretary
	Margaret Froggatt
	62318860

	Treasurer
	Paul Jackson
	

	Public Officer
	Fiona May
	

	Librarian and Membership
	Carmel Ryan
	

	Book Boxes
	Trish O’Neil
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	Committee
	Steve Bittinger
	

	
	Bob Buckley
	

	
	Kathy Blair-Lewis
	

	
	Chris Oppert
	

	
	Corinne Follett
	

	
	Tam Goddard
	


      Business Manager: Polly McIntyre
Autism Asperger ACT General Meetings

Meetings are held in the large meeting room at SHOUT, Collett Place, Pearce. The meetings are 7.30 for a 7.45p.m. start. There is time for a cuppa and a chat after the speaker

A gold coin donation would be appreciated. Autism Asperger ACT uses the money collected to buy an item for each autism unit and special school in turn.

LIBRARY
The Association continues to buy new books for the library. The Library is open for borrowing and returns before and after the monthly meeting and during the week when the SHOUT office staff will assist you. 
Please make sure that you have read the latest Library rules before you borrow books, videos etc from the Library. When you return these rules and your details a borrowing card will be issued to you.

In future there will be a small charge ($5) for borrowing the very expensive DVDs and videos as these items only have a limited life span. Relevant items will be clearly marked. 
Disclaimer
Autism Asperger ACT does not necessarily endorse the views and opinions expressed in the articles in this publication, nor does the association provide them as advice, nor does the association take any responsibility for the accuracy or validity of the data within the articles. These articles are produced for information only.

Autism Asperger ACT provides information on services for the information of members. Autism Asperger ACT does not endorse any individual person or method of treatment.
This edition of Autism Asperger ACT’s newsletter was compiled and edited by Gay von Ess and Polly McIntyre.
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